
 

 

AMDF INCUBATOR GRANTS 

WE BELIEVE 
We believe that by funding research into mitochondrial disease, a cure will be found. 

We believe that research will provide treatment options for some of the many symptoms sufferers 
endure. 

We believe that research will uncover methods to stop mitochondrial disease being inherited by the next 
generation. 

WHY? 
Research starts with an idea. 'What if...?' But in order for an idea to be researched, funding needs to be 
secured and often grants are only made once preliminary experiments have taken place. 

Research into the field of mitochondrial disease is still very much in its infancy. Some funding bodies 
require an area of research to have a track record of investigation, something that many areas of 
mitochondrial disease research have yet to establish. 

AMDF's Incubator Grants bridge the gap. The grants facilitate the undertaking of preliminary experiments 
and enable the investigators to reach the point where they are eligible to apply for external/independent 
funding to continue their research. 

ABOUT THE AMDF INCUBATOR GRANTS 
Applications for AMDF Incubator Grants are welcomed throughout the year, until the upper limit of the 
funding allocation for the year is reached. Incubator Grants may be awarded for projects up to 12 months 
duration, for up to $25,000. 
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APPLICATION GUIDELINES 
The purpose of AMDF Incubator Grants is to develop projects to a point where the researcher can apply 
for external funds/independent funds after preliminary experiments have taken place. 

 Grants to be requested for amounts up to $25,000 

 Project duration should be 12 months or less, and will not be renewed 

 All applicants need to supply a report on previous incubator grants to AMDF 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
Applications follow a 2 step process: 

1. Request to Submit: this is a 1-2 page summary providing an outline of project and investigator 
details. The following areas should be covered in the Request to Submit: 

a) Project aims 
b) Preliminary data 
c) Research design 
d) Methods 
e) Principal investigator 
f) Funding amount sought 

The Request to Submit is reviewed by the AMDF Scientific and Medical Advisory Panel (SMAP) and 
successful applicants will be invited to submit a full submission. 

2. Incubator grant application (full submission): a 3-4 page submission providing more detail and 
addressing the review criteria outlined below. 

The full submission is reviewed by the AMDF SMAP and if successful, the SMAP will make a 
recommendation to the AMDF Board to provide the funding sought by the applicant. If approved 
by the AMDF Board, the grant will be issued to the applicant. 
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APPLICATION REVIEW CRITERIA 
1. scientific merit/ innovation 
2. soundness of methodology 
3. track record of investigator(s) 
4. feasibility of achieving outcomes 
5. budget details (reasonable/potential value of investment to AMDF) 
6. track record related to mitochondrial disease research 
7. potential to leverage more funding (e.g. from NHMRC or elsewhere) 
8. the project will make a contribution to the AMDF 
9. the project will make a contribution to the mitochondrial field 
10. contribution to the investigator’s main field of interest 

Each criterion is rated out of 10 such that there is an overall score out of 100. 

GRANT CONDITIONS 
AMDF Incubator Grants will be awarded to successful applications who agree to the following conditions: 

 Join the AMDF mailing list 

 Provide quarterly status reports and images for the AMDF website and 
marketing/communications collateral 

 Provide a detailed report and images on completion of the work for the AMDF website and 
marketing/communications collateral 

 Inform AMDF of any successful grant applications stemming from the supported work 

 Acknowledge AMDF on any published work arising from the supported work 

 Assist in the assessment of future grant, scholarship and project applications at the request of the 
AMDF 

 Agree to present updates at AMDF organised/partnered functions (e.g. updates at information 
days or GPCE exhibitions etc.) 

 Support AMDF awareness and education initiatives including Information Days, education 
sessions, support group meetings etc. 

 Support AMDF fundraising initiatives such as attendance at meetings and hosting laboratory tours 
for previous and prospective AMDF donors 


